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Sounds Out Soviets on SAI 



glits 


U2 Use of Turk Airspace Sought j 

By Don Oberdorfer , j 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The United States has undertaken delicate diplomatic 
soundings with an ally, Turkey, .and an adversary, the 
Soviet Union, aimed at obtaining three-cornered ap- 
proval of U2 ’reconnaissance flights important to the 
verification" of the strategic- arms limitation treaty 
(SALT ID. - ... ' 7 .. . <: V't 

The talks' were intended -to be highly secret because 
of the political sensitivity of the subject in both Ankara 
and Moscow, but. press reports from those two capitals 
brought the - essence, of the maneuvering into public 
view. American officials are unhappy and apprehensive 
about the leaks because the discussions are incomplete, 
with no clear sign yet whether they will succeed or fail. 

The unusual- situation illustrates the extent to which 
the SALT U treatydsr.affected’ by domestic- as-welt . air 
international politics ' &■ far-flung capitals; It also*isTaa 
dramatic indication of ’ how dimes have changed since' 
...the. 1950^ .when Jt.,was-.unthirikable...that,.a J NAT.O_alIy;'. 
.would insist on Soviet: acquiescence hr reconnaissance 
1 flights intended to observe the Russian homeland and- 
equally unthinkable that the United States would pre- 
sent the matter of its spy flights to the Soviet Utuoit 
with hope of success. . 'V -U 

The maneuvering was triggered by the loss: of U.S. s 
ground intelligence stations, in Iran that closely mom-; 
’ tored Soviet missile ( tests across the- border.. Although: 
the United States has several other means. to check on 
Soviet missiles in flight,., the Iranian bases, were par- 
ticularly important in recording the 
early stages of a test launch and lis- 
tening to electronic data, or telem- 
etry, sent back to earth.. 

. U2 reconnaissance flights just out- 
side the Soviet border over Turkish 
air space are considered the best 
quickly available way to recoup some 
of the capabilities lost by the shut- 
down of the Iranian stations. Because 
of the angle and altitude of observa- 
tion, such U2 flights are- believed to-, 
be more effective in thi3 respect than 
the American satellites that monitor 
the Soviet Union from space. 

The flights over Turkey are also be- 
Jieved to be more effective for some 
aspects of monitoring Soviet, missiles 
than the U.S.-operated stations' on the 
ground itr Turkey. These stations 
were closed on Ankara’s orders for 
3 l 2 years in retaliation. for the con- 
gressionally imposed arms embargo 
against Turkey resulting from the 
Greek-Turkish conflict in Cyprus. The 
Turkish stations were reopened last 
October after the United States re- 
sumed arms sales to Turkey, ( ^ ... < 


President Carter, faced with senato- 1 
rial and national debate over the U.S. : 
ability to monitor SALT II agree- 
ments in great detail, is reported to 
have sent a secret letter early- last. I 
month to Turkish Prime Minister Bu- 
lent Ecevit asking for approval of the 
proposed U2 flights as a contribution 
;to world peace and East-West detente. 

Ecevit, according to a detailed ac- 
count in the Turkish independent 
newspaper Milliyet, said in reply that 
he recognized the importance of the 
flights but asked for “firm assur- 
ances” that the Soviet. Union would 
not object to them. . ■ - 
As Turkish relations with the United 
States became difficult in the past 
.several years due to the arms em-' 
bargo by its NATO ally, Turkish rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union improved,- 
substantially. Ecevit signed a friend- 
ship treaty in Moscow last June. Just 
this week, in the latest sign of close 
relations, the two nations signed a 
pact calling for Russian aid to Tur- 
key’s oil and natural gas explorations. 

The United States pursued the veri- 
fication flights matter in a visit to 
Ankara early this month by Deputy 
Secretary of State Warren Christo- 
pher. 'He is reported to have empha- 
sized 'the potentially important con- 
tribution of the U2 flights to SALT 
and the potentially serious effect of 
their rejection on U.S.-Turkish. rela- 
tions. '■ ' : - • 

Christopher is reported to have 
promised to give Turkey a written 
document on the purpose of the 
flights and the Soviet attitude. .Ac- 
cording to press reports from Moscow, 
which are not denied by informed of- 
ficials, U.S. soundings aimed/atr Sp- 
viet acquiescence have begun.. ., ,,!> “ • 
Administration officials said," they 
had no information to confirm an 
ABC news report last night that the 
Soviets- are “prepared” to give tacit 
approval to the U2 - flights over 
Turkey. : 'V s '' . • 

There is no doubt that the dis- 
cussions come at a sensitive time for 
all concerned. The United States is i 
facing a ratification debate ori SALT, 
Washington and Moscow are prepar- 
ing for the U.S.-Soviet : summit meet- 
ing next month, and Congress is in 
the midst of considering arms aid to 
the Turkish ally., • , ' s' *, 
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